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 If the point of life on earth is to become the kind of people 

who can live with God forever in heaven, then one of the first 

places we should look for clues to get to heaven is the Sermon 

on the Mount, which one Catholic moral theologian calls a 

“charter for the Christian life.” And the first place we should look 

in the Sermon on the Mount is the Beatitudes, for “beatitude,” or 

“real happiness,” is what living with God means. 

 The Beatitudes are sometimes taken to be a preamble to 

the real meat of the Sermon on the Mount, where Our Blessed 

Lord challenges the multitude: 

 to be the salt of the earth and light for the world, 

 to delve below the surface of some of the Ten 
Commandments and pray about their real meaning, 

 

 to live in mercy beyond the strict demands of justice, and 

 to call God “Our Father” in prayer. 

As Our Blessed Lord preached the Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus worked that crowd: 

 When he blessed the poor in spirit, he looked right at a 
woman whom everyone knew was suffering from 
depression and there was no Zoloft 2000 years ago 
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 When he blessed those who mourn, he looked right at a 
young dad who buried his three year old son and 
understandably, that man hasn’t been the same ever since 

 
 When he blessed the meek, he looked right at a guy who 

didn’t have the self confidence to find a decent job – what 
he made working that day was spent to feed his family that 
night. 

 

However, reading the Beatitudes and seeing Jesus’ 

audience, in them, you can also see Our Blessed Lord in them 

as well. The Beatitudes present a kind of self portrait of Jesus, 

if you will. For Jesus: 

is truly poor,  

is truly meek,  

is truly pure.  

He is a peacemaker;  

He is one who suffered for righteousness’ sake. 

The Beatitudes, spoken with both Jesus Himself and 

Jesus’ followers in mind, are paradoxes – the standards of the 

world are turned upside down as soon as things are in seen in 

the right perspective, which is to say, in terms of God’s values, 

which are so so different from the world’s values. The 

Beatitudes are a road map for the Church, and the Church 

recognizes in them the model for what She should be. 
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They are directions for discipleship, directions for each 

member of the Church, and understandably then, they are a 

road map and directions for any Catholic School, including St. 

St. Mary of the Lakes: 

The poor in spirit: students who come with empty hands, 

not with hands that grasp and grab, but with hands that open 

and give and are ready to receive from God’s bountiful 

goodness. 

Those who mourn: students who suffer a death in our 

school family or a death in their own families, and can mourn in 

an atmosphere of prayer and from the perspective of  faith. 

The meek and the peacemakers: students who know they 

can’t get their way by being a loud mouth, a bully or a control 

freak. 

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: students 

who are ready and willing to take up any service project that 

benefits the less fortunate. 

The merciful: students who are taught to forgive rather than 

hold resentment or take revenge.  

The pure in heart: students who are taught to be modest in 

their dress and their behavior. 
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And the persecuted: students who realize that others 

might not think it’s cool to do what’s right. 

Students who can openly discuss, read, study and pray 

about what the kingdom of heaven means; 

Students who can openly discuss, read, study and pray 

what about it means to see God; 

Students who can openly discuss, read, study and pray 

about what it means to be a child of God. 

Friday was a great day for Catholic education. Over the 

years, I have had the privilege of marching with students from 

Catholic grade schools and high schools to Washington, DC 

for the Pro Life March on the anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade 

decision. I am always impressed with the thousands and 

thousands of students from Catholic grade schools, high 

schools, colleges, universities and seminaries, sporting 

Catholic school uniforms and banners from all over the 

country. Every year, I watch these young men and women 

holding their own with pro-death protesters, not crossing the 

boundaries that they crossed, being interviewed by 

newscasters and in dialogue with politicians.  
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This year, we were marching along side a huge group of 

students (I’d say there had to be 150 of them) from Father 

Ryan High School in Springfield, IL. And as we were walking 

down Constitution Ave., there was a heckler on the sidewalk 

with his microphone and loud speaker and he was spewing 

anti-Catholic rhetoric, saying things we believe that we do not 

believe. And when he saw the students with their banner, he 

got ugly. And they responded by praying over and again, the 

Hail Mary. The more spewed, the more they prayed. The more 

they prayed, the more agitated he became. The more they 

prayed, the more peaceful we were. Beautiful. And I love that 

we prayed for Madonna. There had to be at least 750,000 

there on Friday. And 750,000 people prayed for Madonna. 

In Union Station, there were police officers present. As I 

walked them by, I thanked them for their assistance. And they 

said, “Father, your students are never a problem!” 

It had to occur to every adult there, as it occurred to me, 

that like Jesus, the Beatitudes embody not only Our Blessed 

Lord, but Catholic School students as well. 

Come check us out at our School Mass this Sunday at 

12:15 p.m., and an open house following the Mass from 1:00 – 
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3:00 p.m. at St. Mary of the Lakes School – a community of 

Faith, Knowledge and Service! 


